
Leicester based Soft Touch Arts has received a National Lottery grant of £69,000 and BID Leicester 

sponsorship of £29,899 towards the Mods: Shaping a Generation project that will take place in the city 

between April-June 2019, delivered in partnership with Leicester City Council and design agency  

Arch Creative. The Heritage Lottery grant has been made possible through money raised by National 

Lottery players. 

Mods: Shaping a Generation is a unique project that celebrates the remarkable story of the stylish 1960s youth  

sub-culture and the 40th anniversary of the release of the cult Mod film, Quadrophenia. 

The funding will incorporate:

• A major exhibition at Leicester’s New Walk Museum and Art Gallery opening in April 2019 that tells the story of  

the Mods but through the eyes of those that were there. The exhibition, curated by Leicester based social history 

author Shaun Knapp, is based on his book, Mods: Two City Connection (published 2019) and includes eye witness 

accounts and photographs from Leicester and Nottingham Mods, most of which has never been seen or heard before. 

The exhibition will include ephemera and original 1960s clothing, provided by designer Roger K Burton, and scooters 

as seen in the film Quadrophenia. 

• Soft Touch Arts will involve up to 100 young people from disadvantaged backgrounds, giving them the opportunity 

to meet the older generation and participate in creating an ‘inspired by’ Mod culture exhibition at Soft Touch Arts  

to run alongside the New Walk Museum exhibition.   

• A photographic exhibition at Leicester’s LCB Depot. The photographs will capture Leicester and Nottingham Mods 

from the 1960s today, many of whom will be standing outside iconic buildings and venues that played a key role in 

their lives during the Mod era.

• A documentary about the 1960’s, including the Mod period, produced by Arch Creative and young people from  

Soft Touch, which will be premiered at Phoenix Arts, Leicester, in 2019.

• A website will be audio / visual driven, will utilise the source material used within the exhibitions and the books.  

The website will provide the opportunity to include even more images / audio reminiscences than those used in the 

exhibition and can be built on and developed over a set period of time.
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To tie in with the exhibition, local venues and organisations are planning a two-week Mod festival, ‘ReVive’, from  

June 15th-30th 2019. The festival will include films, music and fashion and will take place in venues and outdoor  

spaces across Leicester city centre.  

Simon Jenner, BID Leicester Director, said: 

“We are excited to be sponsoring Mods: Shaping a Generation as headline sponsor. The festival will celebrate a unique 

music and fashion subculture and help to raise the profile of Leicester with the potential to attract thousands of visitors 

to Leicester, benefitting local businesses through increased footfall in the city centre.” 

Christina Wigmore, Business Development Director at Soft Touch Arts, said: 

“We’re really excited to be part of this major project for Leicester. We’ll be giving young people the opportunity  

to learn directly from Leicester Mods about their lives in the 60s and to create their own art, music, film and fashion  

for a high-profile exhibition at our centre inspired by what they hear.”  

Leicester City Council will host the exhibition at its New Walk Museum. Deputy City Mayor  
Cllr Piara Singh Clair said:

“New Walk Museum has a long history of celebrating key moments in local social history, so I’m delighted that  

our flagship museum will be hosting this fascinating exhibition of 1960s youth sub-culture next spring. The fashion,  

art and music that were such key elements of Mod life will help bring the exhibition to life, but what makes it 

particularly interesting is that the content will be inspired by local people’s true stories, with eye-witness accounts 

provided by Mods from both Nottingham and Leicester.”

Joe Nixon, Creative Director at Arch Creative said: 

“Arch are extremely proud and excited to be involved in this project. Shaun Knapp and I both share a passion for the 

sixties, as well as a desire to capture memories for posterity before it’s too late. The project came about after Shaun 

had listened to my father’s recordings at the University of Leicester whilst researching his new book and had been 

energised by the content. Dad was called John but affectionately known as ‘Jelly’ and was a leading Mod ‘face’ and 

popular character on the Leicester music scene right up until he passed away in 2017. By a stroke of coincidence, I had 

also embarked on researching this period for a proposed documentary idea I had so it was a great meeting of minds.”

 

Colin Hyde, East Midlands Oral History Archive Researcher and Outreach Officer at the 
University of Leicester, said: 

“The ‘Mod’ scene in the 1960s wasn’t just about music, it took in fashion, photography and design, and it involved 

many young people from across the country. While London is often the focus for writing about youth culture in the 

1960s, young people in provincial towns such as Leicester and Nottingham created their own scenes. They developed 

their own tastes and styles and took them out into the wider world. In some cases, they were hugely successful and 

influential, but their stories have barely been recorded. This project addresses that problem incredibly well.”



Background Information

The Mods, with their smart clothes and disposable income, were seen by many as the acceptable face of British youth. 

This was all to change in March 1964 when two sets of bored teenagers, both miles apart in their outlook on life, set 

upon each other on Clacton sea front. The media picked up on it and the creation of two warring factions was born – 

the Mods and the Rockers. 

The Mods were an incredible 1960’s youth sub-culture who shared a common desire to embrace a new found financial 

and parental freedom and to stand out above the crowd with regards to originality in fashion, music and social status 

and what they achieved still influences aspects of contemporary life. The main elements of Mod life – fashion, music, 

drugs, transport, sociability, originality – provided a way out from the mundane lifestyle that their parents and older 

siblings had experienced. National service was out, escapism and independence, both financial and creative, were in.

Further information and project updates can be found at www.facebook.com/shapingageneration/

Notes to Editors

About the Heritage Lottery Fund

Thanks to National Lottery players, we invest money to help people across the UK explore, enjoy and protect the 

heritage they care about - from the archaeology under our feet to the historic parks and buildings we love, from 

precious memories and collections to rare wildlife. www.hlf.org.uk. Follow us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram  

and use #NationalLottery and #HLFsupported.

About BID Leicester

Leicester Business Improvement District (BID) was voted in in November 2017. The BID area includes 732 businesses, 

covering most of Leicester city centre. Over its five-year term, BID Leicester will raise £4.2m revenue to spend  

on initiatives that businesses voted for in the business plan, including creating a clean, safe environment, creating  

a stronger business voice and raising the profile of the city through high quality marketing.

About Soft Touch Arts

Established in 2006, Soft Touch Arts are an award-winning Leicestershire charity. They use arts, media and music 

activities to make positive life changes for disadvantaged young people by supporting them to develop creative,  

social and employability skills.

About Arch Creative

Formed in 2006, Arch Creative is an award-winning full-service design agency. Based in Leicester and London, Arch 

create powerful brands and digital experiences for some of the UK’s market leading companies and local businesses.

About East Midlands Oral History Archive

The East Midlands Oral History Archive was originally funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund to establish the first 

large-scale archive of oral history recordings for Leicestershire & Rutland. This includes the collections of the former 

Leicester Oral History Archive, the Mantle archive from North West Leicestershire, the Community History archive  

of Leicester City Libraries, the Market Harborough Museum collection, and the sound archive of BBC Radio Leicester, 

along with smaller collections donated by local organisations or individuals.

Further Information

For further information, images and interviews please contact Christina Wigmore at Soft Touch Arts on 0116 255 2592 

/ chris@soft-touch.org.uk


