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Confronted dragons. The dragon is almost always shown
in some form of the symbolic universe framework of land,
water, and clouds and in a pose that illustrates one or
another of its numerous aspects: rampant, ascending,
descending, or running, as here. Detail of summer robe of
state on page 19

Foreword

IN THE LAND of jade, everything seems
possible and, in many ways, more vivid than
life—the sky bluer, the air stronger with
contrasts from poetry to violence. China: a
vast land of orchids, Mongolian tigers,
gardens, palaces, dazzling smiles, and
raucous laughter, forests of camellias, birds of
every color, wide seas of ponds filled with
lotus petals. From the towns and villages,
copper chimes and bronze bells ring out
across the extraordinary landscapes. Don't
forget the unique and beguiling panda bears
and the other pleasures the Chinese have
given us, such as ice cream, fireworks, and
pasta.

We show here in our exhibition
magnificent embroideries from the Ch’ing
dynasty (1644-1912). This is the period when
the Manchus ruled China. They swept down
from Manchuria in what is now northern
China in the seventeenth century and toppled
the native Chinese dynasty, the Ming. They
were outsiders, but quickly took up the
customs and styles of the people they had
conquered, never losing their own freshness



and energy, which sustained them into this
century.

These embroideries are of the most
remarkable colors. When the Manchus say
red, they mean it in seven different tonalities.
When they put a green willow on perhaps
three inches of exquisite silk, there are four
shades of green worked into the fabric. There
is little variation in the silhouettes, but they
all have the mood of luxury and leisure.

Leisure is a very big point. The Manchus
had strong minds, strong wills—they led the
way and followed no one—and were filled
with the exquisite refinement of luxury. They
surrounded themselves with large inlaid sofas
with embroidered pillows, hand-painted
curtains of satin or silk gauze, and lovely girls
playing on reed flutes. The scholar had a
beautiful porcelain pillow to hold his wrist as
he worked at his desk covered with a satin
tablefront. It was all endlessly pretty and
charming.

The famous dowager empress Tz'u-hsi
(1834-1908) was the possessor of a dazzling
smile and an extraordinary presence. A very

shrewd woman, she did not wish to own
anything that anyone else could possibly
possess—it must be one of its kind. According
to Princess Der Ling, lady-in-waiting to the
empress and chronicler of her court, Tz'u-hsi

owned the greatest collection of precious
stones in existence in her time: There was
Queen Victoria's valuable collection and that
of the czarina of Russia, but it is said that
Tz'u-hsi’s was more amazing than both these
put together. She was obsessed with pearls,
and thought diamonds no more valuable than
glass. Her jades had the quality of fantasy—
there was nothing like them anywhere else in
the world. She wore three sets of jade
bracelets—smooth and flawless. She used
jade chopsticks tipped in gold. She ate from
jade plates if the food was not too greasy—
otherwise the plates were of gold or silver.
All this took place in the land of jade—

DIANA VREELAND

Special Consultant

Costume Institute

The Metropolitan Museum of Art
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Historical
Background

he Manchus were originally Mongel
and Tungusic forest tribos fram northeast of
the Oreat Wall of China, They hunted, fished,
and trapped for a fiving and (raded ginscng
and sable furs with Ming garrisons on the
Liagtung peninsula. As the more successtul
trihal chiefs establishod Farmes and estates in
the fronticr zone hetween themselves and the
Wall, an agrartan cevilization similar to thar of
China grew up. By 1644, the time of the
danchu invasion oi Ching, Manchu tnbesmen
huad learmed Bow to mine and smelt iron for
ools and weapons. Their tribal erganization
was highly structured, For some time the
Ming parrisons controlled these tnibes more or
loss soceessiully by playing ome against the
uther and giving various prefermonts and titdes
in the Ming army. Dragon rebes and dragon
silks wore very acceplable diplomatic gifts
and bribes to the Manchus, as to all their
neighbors .
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The Manchus Organize

Success in intertribal fighting brought Nurhaci
ef the Aisin Cioro clan to the head of a
growing confederacy of clans; it also braught
hirre the Ming title of brigadier general,
conferred by the Chinese, To control his
tollowers and perpetuate the confederacy of
many tribes, Nurhaci organized his troops
into 300-rman units which, in furn, formed
into banners {Chinese ¢h’il identified by the
cobor of their standards. In 1615 the ¢h'l werc
subdivided (2 orcate 8 permancnt tolal of
eight Manche hanners.

Backed by the military organization thus
produced, Murhaci was able to proclaim
himself supreme chieftain of all the Tungusic
tribes of Manchuria, In 1616 he founded the
Latter Chin dynasty, recalling the name of the
lu-chen dynasty Of his ancestars, which had
conguered the Northern Song, and
challenging the Ming dynasty. He succeedod
in ¢driving maost of the Ming forces out of the
Liaotung peninsula before he died in 1626.

Murhact's successor, Abahai, formally
adopted the name Manchu lor his poople,
gradually centralizod command of the
powertul Manchu forces, and altracked
Chinose border generals and their
subordinates into the Manchu elite, (The
Manchus had always appreciated and desired
to acquire both the Chinese Confucian
orientation and the Chinese expertise in
fircarms and artillery, Iearmed from the
Portugucse.) By now eight Mongo! and cigh
Chinese banners made up part of the Manchu

i

forces, Emboldened by horder victories,
Abahai renamed the sManchu empire Ch'ing
“the pure”). When he died, his younger
brother, Dorgon, commander of the Whike
Banner, carried on Abahai's policies and
acted as regent for his voung sen, Shun-chih,

The Manchus Rule China

At this same time a rebel leader, Li T2u-
ch'eng, captured Peking. The Chiung-chén
emperor committed suicide. Under Ceneral
Wy San-kuei, the Ming border garrison
puarding the approaches to the Great Wall
moved south to defend Peking, Both Dorgon
and the successiul rebels attempted to bribe
the Ming forces o join them. Dorgon's gifer
ol a princely rank in the Manchu Chiing
hierarchy and his promise to punish the rebels
prevailed, General Wu joined the Chiing
forces, allowing the Manchus through the
Cireat Wall.

Crorgon and his army eatered Peking on
June 1, Tad4. His first dlecree k) 1he Chinese
pecple read in part:

MNiww {the Mingi has been extinguished by roving
Branglits, and it service o heaven| is a thing of the
past. ... The ermpire is not an indwiduals private
properly. Whosoever possesses virtee holds it. The
army and the people are nol an individual’s private
propory, Whosoever possesses virwe commants
them. We now pooupy fthe empiret,

The Manchus ruled China for the next 268
years (1644 191214 Their first emperor was
Dorgon’s nephew, the young Shun-chih

ir, 1644611, brought down from Manchuria.



Succeadingemperors K ang-hsi [r. 1662-1722)
anrl his grandson Ch'icn-lung (r. 1736-95)
were amang the greatest in Chincse history.

Early Manchu Costumes
and Customs

Sume firsthand reports on the Manchus during
their early vears of success have come down
to us. A Chinese gentleman in Yang-chao saw
Frince Y0 leading the Manchu troops in
pursuit of flecing Ming soldiers in southem
China:

A voung man of aboul thirly, wearing 2 Manchu
hat, red clothes and black satin boots, came riding
by He had o breast-plate of the foaest mail; his
hiorse was beautifully caparisoned, andd he was
attended by a large svite. His features, though
Tartar, were extremely handsome: he had a strong
chin and a high furehead.

A Dutch trade embassy entering southern
China on a mission to the early Ch'ing court
had mare to report. They wrate of a Manchu
field officer:

this young King was mounted upon a Dapple Gray
Horse, with his Quiver of Arrows fastenod about
his middie, and his Hanger by his sicle, The o
he had on was lined with Sables, and the wrong
sitle putwartl; He wore a Red Cap lined with
Sables, and behind (which declared the Bowal
Dignity .. .1 hung the end af o Peacock'™s Tail; The
Saddle-Clath was Oald Tissue embraidered, and
abiout the horse's Neck humg three preat Tassels
which tuoshed the ground. . -

The Dutch visitors cnjoyed several more or

less formal partics, A Manchu general whom
they called the viceroy of Cathay invited them
ta his palace for dinner. He received them
wearing a lemon-colared robe embroidered
with dragons, a peacock feather in his bat, an
archer’s ring on his thumb “as was the custom
of the Manchus,” and sithing an a carpet
thrown over a sguare dais. “Several voung
and beautiful ladies” were prosent, an
apreeable Manchu custoem,”

Al a second party given by his secretary
during the general’s absence, the Dutch were
crtortained “besides the variety and store of
well condimented dishes, . .. with a Farce of
various Enfrtes, Masquerades, Dancing in the
shapes of Lions, Tygers and Leopards. .. 7%
The general’s mother looked in from time to
time, “She was very neatly and richly dressed
after the Tartar Fashion, middle-sized,
slender, of a brown cormplexion, of a pleasing
artel taking countenange. ™

When the Dutchmen reached MNanking an
their journey norb te Peking, they were again
entertained by ruling Manchu officials, but
their most vivid encounler occurred when
they were “riding out one day to take the Air
and o view the City. ™" Al the gate of the old
tmperial court

sat a gresd Tartar Lady, wilh her sereants waiting
upen her, abowl farky vears of Age: She very civilly
sent our interproter e invite the Embassadours inin
Trr Heowsg. L 55e weas very debongir aned freg,
lercdesed wpteny cur Swords, and much admired their
lending without breaking: she ook the
Ambrassadours Haet and put it cn her owen Head,
and unbutten’d his Dogblet almosl down o Ris
Whaste: Afterwards she led the way imo ihe house,
and . .. brought us o her apartment, where we



found her standing with her Daaghter about hali
her age, waiting our coming in gresl stabie,

The Daughter was clothed in a Violet-calaured
Damask Gowen, and the Mother o Black Damask,
dnrl had bath them their Ears hung with Rings;
their Hair braided an twisted ahaut the Heads
with Strings of Poarls, bul over their Rair they ware
little caps made of Reed, with a Tassle upon the
croven of Red Silk. Taeir Cloths reached down o
their Heels, tved about the middle with 2 broad
Ribbon, and butloned dosen ram the Neck to the
Wasie; Their Shaes were of Black Leather, thair
faces unmask'd without amy Painting, They had us
indo d large withdrawing raom unfurnished, only a
few Benches covored with Silk, upon which thesy
desired us 1o sit. They drank 1o us several dimes in
their liquor made of Beans, which is very strong,
but agrees wondrous well with their constilutions.
They set before us some of theit Sweotmeats, much
catreating us to Eat, cxcusing 1the meanness of this
Entertainment, Her Husbaned being absent, "

Im 1805, closc to the end of the Ch'ing
dynasty, Katharire: Carl's remarks upon the
vast difference in status and manner stifl
apparent between Manchu and Chinese
women reinforces the impression of the
elevated status of women conveyed in the
scene above. Unlike the Chinese daughter,
whoso birth was considered a misforiume, the
manchu daughler was welcomed whough she
could nat sacrifice 1o (he ancestors, as could
her brotherl. As long as she remained
unmarried, she ranked with her brother and
tonk precedence over his wife. She preceded
even her mother, for she was of the hland,
andl her mother of “another family.” She
could run her brother's houschold, as she was
a botn relation, and his wife only acquired.
Even after she married and became 2 member
of another family, she could continue

171

dictaling o her brother's househald. Her
father could not make a dispositton of his
property without her comsent. She could
remain single, if she wished, ar marry late in
life if she so desired. ln cithor case she was
looked up to by her own family and well
regarded by the world at larpe.':

Katharing Carl found Manchu women "not
as literary as the Chinese bul .. . iwith| more
snctal gualities . . _ brighter conversationaiists,
heing hoth witty and gay.”'* 5uch ladies were
still wearing the long unbelted robe with the
same riding-coat cut a5 that of Manchu
dragon robes. Their feet were unbound and
often large, clad in either patform shoes or
embroidered flat slippers. Accarding to
Katharine Carl, “the Manchu ladies use much
more discretion in wearing jewels than the
Chingse ladies. The latter will sometimes
wiar as many as fifteen bracelets on each
aren, ardd the number of jewels they put in
their coiffure seems to be limited anly by the
space thev have at their disposal ™' Of the
Manchu coiifure, she says: “Formerly all
Manchu ladies who have marvelous hair
carried the hair itself out fram this coil
[wound flat on top of their heads] over a
golden, jade, o turluise-shell sword-like pin,
into a large-winged bow. The Empress
Dowager and the Ladics of the Court have
substituted satin instead of hair, for this wing-
like construction, as being more practicabfe
and less liahle to get el of arder. So satin-
like and glossy is their hair that it is difficult
te tell where it ends and the satin begins.“t

Katharine Carl's ohiservant artist's eye
makes her account of her vears with the
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dowager empress Tz'u-hsi, when she was
commissioned 1o paint the imperial portrart, a
gold mine of informatian on life in the Ch'ing
court near the end of the dynasty. Of young
Manchu nobles she says:

The Manchus are a kaller race than the Chagse
andd more athleic-looking. They are fond of
excrerse, indulge in nding, archeey, etc. and o
not fook down upon g military career as de the
Chinese. It 15 said that pole playing. .. originated
arngng the Tarars. . . They wear the andinary

11



Severth-tegrin civil offica i drggon Coarn with
mrasndaria dock rank Bacge worn eaver dragon robe.
Leal Jrovnr a Inanakler of raandieegy ef Cling? cooer
eaffic ke, W atrr olerr o0 paper. TN =0 0¥ in.
18 centary. Gt of Martin 5. Bosenblan, 1937
S5 Tt
Chinese costurne, and though it is said "the shaven
head and the wearing of the queuc” were insfituted
as marks af degradation for the Chinese, _ . the
Ermperiar himself and all the Manchu nobles shave
their heads and wear the guens® They wedr satin
boats with white kid soles. Their hats, in sunmer
of finely woven steavs, and of Tur in wirder, haye
the crown vovernd with a tassel of red silk,
surmounied by the peweled bButton denoting their
ranks. From this bulton stands ok, almost al right
angles, 4 jace-mounted gigret, mixed with the
pettowd feathors i they have attained that rank. In
winter, they wear splendicl sable shorl coats.
Excepl these safdle toponats, fur is never wiorm on
the autside of o garment in China, but is used only
a4 a limng

Katharinc Carl goos on to describe them at
the circus at the Summer Palace:

Thev wore the splendid summer Court costeme,
embeaidered in the double dragon, reacRing below
the knee. They were fightly beled in arcund the
waist, and very sull and ample across the
shoulders, giving the men the appearance, al least,
of hread shoulders, and ealancing their alreacdy
fine figures. . The bell buckle, the handsemest
ornament warn, was of canvee jode, ruby guarle,
o of Beatifully chasedd gold sel with precious
stones. They were thea wearing a profusion of
arnarments dangling fronm their belt—embroidered
cases for fans, chop-sticks and knives, and many
other ornaments besides 1he watch, an
indispensable adjunct 1o every Chingse
gentlernan's castume. This is worn hanging fiam
the belt in a handsame, ambroidensd case with an
upen front, s thad the elaborate case, generally
stadded with jewels, beautifolly enameled, or
curicsly incised, could be seen. This case had a
sort of fol attachment made of sitken cord, woven
into gquaint designs and finished penerally with a
wonderfully carved piece of jade, by guarle or
same other curious stone.

12
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Early Chling court robe with imperial fivesclawed dragons
and variations on the longevity. character (the hundred
shoul, Silk ang metal apestry (K'o-ssu), L., nape of neck 1o
hem, 56 00 Beguest of Willlam Christian Paul, 1929
(30.75.5)

The Confucian gentleman-scholar, ideal of
both Manchus and Chinese, would have womn
the long, slim informal robe of the same cut
as the dragon robe, but in a darker, more
austere fabric, and would have been
practicing beautiful calligraphy in his study
rather than attending a circus.

Manchu
Dragon Robes
and Court Robes

7h_:e most distinctive Manchu innovation
in‘costume is touched on earlier in this article
in the description of the robe of the viceroy
who entertained the Dutch trade ambassadors
in Cathay. The Manchu dragon robe survives
in far greater numbers and variety of colors
and of materials than any ather Chinese
garment. It has been studied extensively by
many sinologists (Priest, Cammann, Fernald,
Vollmer, Capon). In striking, deliberate
contrast to the voluminous robes of the Ming
dynasty, the Manchu veérsion Is a long, slim
garment with closely fitting sleeves and slits in
front and back of the skirt. Horsehoof cufis
and a horizontally ribbed mid-sleeve section,
usually of contrasting material, further
characterize this garment. || was worn tightly
belted. John Vollmer interprets the ornament
of what we might call the standard form as
follows:

13



The ck-fu is a schematic diagram of the
universe, . .. The lower border of diagonal bands
and rourde biflows represents water; al the faur
axes ol the coat, the cardinal poinks, rie prism-
shaped rocks symbalizing the earth mountain,
Above s the cloud-iilled lirmament against which
Hive-clavwed] deagons, e symbels of impenal
authority, coil and btwist, The symbolism is
complete anly when the coat is worn. The human
body becomes the world axis; the neck opening,
the gare of heaven or apes of the unverse,
separates the nraterial world of the coat from the
realm of the spirtua] represented by She wearer's
head,

I {he Mustrated Catafogue of Ritval
Paraphernaliz of the Chiing Dynasty {Huang
chan l-chi Cu-shihi, a famous set of
regulations governing efficizl costumoe
commissioneg by the Chiien-lung emperor in
1759, the introduction explains this form:

Manchurian crany, sombol o) fongevine, Gotail of rebae ar
right

wie, avcordingly, have followed the ald traditions
of qur dymasty, and have not dared o change them
fearing that later men would hold us responsible
for this, and crilicize ws regarding ihe 1obes and
hats; and thus we would offend our ancesiors. Ths
wi cortainly should not do, Moreover, as for the
Marthern Wi, the Liao, and the Chin as well as
the Yuan, all of which chanped 10 Chinese robes
aned hats, they all died wut swithin ome generation.
Thewa ai £1ur sons and grandsons who would lake
Chur will a5 their wil shall certainly not be
decaived by idle talk. In this way the continuing
Sandate of our dynrasty will receive the protection
of Heavort fo een thousand vears. Do nol change
o fraditions of reject them. Beware! Take
WRrnAing

Alan Priest, whao, with Pauline Simmaons,
madc the ploncer stylistic chronology of those
deagan robes, interpreted “the old traditions
of our dynasty” to reter ta the Ch'ing dynasty
rather than to nomadic backgrounds, and
therefore found in this passage proaf that the
dragon robe in its ninc-dragon form started
with the Manche dynasty in 1644, Other
scholars have more or less accepted Priest's
stylistic sequence, bot place the nine-dragan
robe in 1759 with Chien-lung's statements. A
careful comparison of these tllusirabed
regulations with existing formal costumes may
somotimes provide informalion as to the rank
of the wearer and the place and season of use
Gl a certain garmend. Bul Chinese color



Chuba. Tibetan robe composed of two
gold-ground k'o-ssu dragon mobes and
pieces of 18th-century flaral satins. Such
rabes were worn by the Tibetan lay
aristocrats for the New Year's and Devil
[Dance ceremonies. Silk, wrapped gold,
andd wrapped peacock-feather filaments.
L., mape of neck to hem, 62 . Rogers
Fund, 1962 (62206







names, while evocative, are numerous and
difficult to correlate with colors of existing
costumes. For instance, even the vellow
called “imperial” seems to have many
variations. Also, some examples appear to:
have no parallel in this record of the dress of
a vast official hierarchy.

Earlier and bolder forms of dragons on the
few remaining robes of early Ch'ing date or
stvle, surviving maost often somewhat
remodeled in the lay aristocrat’s robes
{chubas) of Tibet, suggest something of the
magnificence of the dragon robe before its
standardization.

A special category of standard dragon robe
surviving in relatively small numbers has
twelve or occasionally fewer small so-called
sacrificial emblems symmetrically placed on
the body of the robe: the sun on one
shoulder, the moon on another, the
constellation over the chest dragon, the
mountain over the back dragon. the symbol
of distinction (fu), the ax head, paired dragon-

pheasant; waterweed, libation cups; flame, E::Mpwur's mimm' dragmdmbe. Silk and wrapped-
) . — . Hold tapestry (K'o-ssu), L. nape of neck to hem, 57 im.

and plate of millet. These emblems date back I8th centry. Rogers Fund, 1932 (32.23)
to the Han dynasty (206 B.C.-A.D. 220), and
are thought to have ernamented the robes of Lern _Drdgm grasping the Naming pem_'l‘ ol cosmic
the emperor at the great yearly sacrifices “m""“"'-’dg*,‘;“’;h:jm'd"_‘! fo-soma ‘"Wp;ﬂm—t::"

3 : F wneler disk. The latter interpratation emphasizes
performed by him as intercessor for his dragon’s role as the bringer of rain. Detil of robe above

people between heaven and earth. Their
symbalism has been variously interpreted and
possibly changed from age to age (see Priest,
Cammann, Vollmer).
17



Summer robe of state with twelee
symbals. For a bay emperos, probably
T'ung-chih ir. 1862-T4) Silk galze
embroidersd with colored silks and

couched, wrapped gold. L., nape.of neck
tor e 46 (0, Rogers Fund, 1945
45,371
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The coat worn over the dragon rabe on
Court aocasions bare only insignia of rank—
imperial-dragon roundels on front, back, and
shoulder of the ernperar's coal and rank
badges indicaling civil or military rank oo the
front or back. Badges indicating civil rank
contained designated single birds in the same
symbolic setting dragons eocupied on the
dragon robes; on the badges indicating
mililary rank, single designared animals
replaced birds. Cammann bas done the
definitive work on these, Lower ranks had
other tnsignia. Coun coats, in the short form
cstablished by the eighteenth-contury odicr,
are believed to be a Manchu innovation. A
very small number of these survive, probably
because the highly decorative insignia could
bie easily removed and were very interesting
o collectars, A great many rank badges
SUMvive,

The most iormal court rabe of all, which
oxists taday inovery senall nembers, is the so-
called robe of state (ch'ao-fu: it was waorn by
the emperor and possibly by his highest
officials at the great yvearly sacrifices. Manchu
uriging of the robe are strongly emphasized by
Carmmann and Villmer, who see in it a shon
riding jacket combined wilh a skirt with a
plealed top, bot a skirt initially camposed of
two aprons.” The skirt was nomadic in
arigin, but formed the traditional Chinese skirt
by Ch'ing times. The fong, fitled sleeves and
harschoal cuffs are a logical part of the
picture, The contrasting mid-sleeve section,
hornzontally ridged, has been variously
explained, It might be that an active wearer
could mare easily have bent his arm at this






poinl while the cuffs continued to shelter his
hands from view at court ceremonics, in
accordance with long-standing Chinese:
practice, Like chubas, these robes were
ortginally made from the Ming dragon robes
or silks distributed as bribes or cxchanges by
Ming officials in border garrisens or among
chieftains of various romadic tribes,
Imperial women’s formal court attire alse
reflects Manchu background, It is composed
of a full-length long-siecved coat, also with

22

horsehioof cutfs, and with shaulder bretelles
suggesting a fong sleeveless coat ariginally
warn over it Vollmer relares this to both the
Manchu sleeveless coat and a narrower.
shorter vest worn over court coats to display
rank and insignia in the Ming period.

Bath men’s and women’s inrmal coats
were worn with separate flaring collars,
which Volimer sees as descendants of “the
larger family of steppe garments with back
collars which canvert into hoods. "

Emperor’s twelve-symbal
fiefd diaper in vellow counted
stitch on red silk gaveze,
Embroidered omament in satin
stitch, over a thin vine or
thong at edge of design areas,
and cowched, wrapped gold
L, mape of neck to hem, 56
in. 18th century. Purchase,
joseph Pulitzér Beguest. 1935
(35.:84.8)

micHT: Detail, Bats,
symbolizing happiness, sparf
over wave horder



The tremendnus effect the formal
assemblage of a court in such costurne could
have is reflected in the darzled report of the
Ehch trade embassy guoted above as they
propressed north frarm Canton, Thoy finally
reached “incomparable Peking.” which the
new dynasty had recently proclaimed capeal
city uf China, After an eleven-page
description of the complex of imperial
palacos—the famous Great Within (Ta Nor,
with its emtrance caurt "which comains four
hundred paces in the square . . . lined an sides
with a strong guard, all of them in rich Coats
of Crimson-coloured satin™—the Dutch
visitors giver an account of the pomp
surrounding an audience with the first
empercr of the Ching dynasty, Shun-chih:

¥ each side of the Throne stond 112 Souldiers,
each whereaf bore o several Irnlared?| Flag, and
likewvive wore coluured Habits suitalile ta ks
Ensign. anlyv they all hael Bleck Hats, with yollow
Feathers. Nex| to the Emperor's throne staod
taventy-tvn Genllemen cach wilh a rich Yollow
Skreen of Lmibrillo in his hand: mext stood tan
ather persons, each holding o Gilt Radiam Circle
it s Hand ressembling the Sum; nest o these
stowact six others with Circles imitaing the Moon at
Full; aiter lhese. were standing sixtesn other
persi with half Pikes or Poles in their hands,
by full of Fasseds of several colours: near these
sted hirte-six mote, sach holding a slanearg
curLsly adorned with Dragons ithe Emperowrs
coat of Armisd and ather such Monstors alter the
Chinose lashion. And in this maane: were hoth
sides nl the Emperour's Throne Cuarded ane
Adormed adding an infintte number of Courtien, all
of themy in vory rich Habits, 1 of e Calour and
Silk, as if a Livery, which added vere much 1o the
splendaur of the place.







[erail of emperarts swelve-sembal dragon robe. Bloe ik
wearg il with ornament in coached, wrapped gofd aal
silver varny, excegd for e emtircidersd prele e cyes of
the dragons. L, nape af aeck o hem, SO . T8
ceniury. G or Levweis fanstein, 1054 53414000

Before the steps leading up 10 the Emperours
Throne, stomd on each side six snenv-white Horses
st ourinusly tncked and adorned with rich
embroidered Trappings and Brielles. . [Highest
officrals went up and; fell on their knees and
bowed their Fleads niae times 1o the ground whilst
delightiul SMusic, both Vocal and Instrumental,
filtesd up the Vacangios af Mute Ceeemany. ...

OF the “Vice-Roys, Princes af the Blood
and all ather great officers of the Court.” the
Cutch reported:

These Grandees ware one Sort of Habit, which
was extraordinariby rich; they bad Blew Satim Coats
an curiowsly frberwoven with Golden Dragons and
Serpoents (the Ermperour's Bhazoneryl; they haid
Caps embroidered with Gold, and dekn with
Ciamonels and other Precicus Stanes, which
signHied their degrees and qualitics.

They even glimpsed the emperar far o
second—"young and of faic complexion, of
riddle height, and well proportioned,
cloathed and shining all in clinquant Gold, 7+

Informal
and Ceremonial

Costume

ery much a part of the opulence of

surviving Ch'ieg coslume, kough, are the
traditisnal Chinese garments, which had, long
before thee Manchus arrived, incarporaled
nomadic influonces irom earlier contaces,
bieadb friendly and invasive, The Chinese ladies
“hehind the archid door™ and far irom the
court in Peking wore loose silk trousers and
wide-sleoved loose jacketls sometimes
embroidered Ty thermsobees. Al ladies in
China, whothor Chinese or Manchu, wore
trainedd from childhood o embroider. On
festive occasions like birhdays or family
sacrificial rites, they donned gver the trousers
a skirt formed of "paired aprons.” 1o use
Vollmers term, Only at woeddings, funerals,
or cawt functions would they wear dragon
robes like thetr hushands', but with side slits
un the skirt and profile dragon Bands abose
the mid-slecve sectinn,

Some Chinese ladies wore the voluminous
red court roles of the previous dynasty an

i
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Bat medallion robe, from the tomb of Prince Kuo-ch'in
Wang ard his househald. L. nape of nieck to hem. 54 in.
18th century: Anonymous Gilt, 1943 (43.119)
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such occasions. All had tightly bound tiny
feet encased in the elegantly embroidered silk
shoes with pointed toes demanded by the
Chinese ideal of beauty. The great eighteenth-
century Chinese novel of manners, The Story
of the Stone (formerly translated as The
Dream of the Red Chamber), pictures one
enchanting scene after another from the life of
many generations of a wealthy Chinese
family, their servants, and hangers-on. | am
tempted to quote wonderful passages
describing their gardens, their thyming
parties, and their visit to the local Taoist
monastery in a long stream of palanquins and
carriages with front riders and outriders, so
that Grandmother Jia’s palanquin arrived at
the monastery as the last carriage of maids left
the family mansion. But | will content myself
with this description of one of the hero’s more
modest costumes:

He had on a somewhat warn-looking tunic of red

silk damask tied with a green sash al the waist and

trousers of sprigged green silk. The ends of his
trousers were stuffed into socks elaborately
patterned with a design of flowers picked out in
gold, and there were flowers and butterflies
embroidered on his satin slippers.*

Subsequent volumes, as yet untranslated, deal
with the Jia family’s ultimate decline, for this
moralistic work incorporates Confucian,
Buddhist, and Taoist thought.



A i spmholy of the Jurunime a-aect of thee aniverse, kagmness, simmer, and
ferteliy. Chatall of o cowrt faly s fnformal facked ©olesed selky and coucked, wranped
gold, Jacke:, )., napwe of mece i bean, 000, Late it contuey. Anomvmicir Call, 1946
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Ecclesiastical Robes

/ ils_u a spectacular group within

traditional Chinese costume of the Ch'ing
period are the beautiful ecclesiastical robes
from both the Buddhist and the Taoist
churches, Buddhist priest robes, long
rectangles with a single gusset near one end,
continued to reflect the toga shape—an aspect
of the Greek heritage left in northern India by
Alexander of Macedon and his men and seen
on the first statues of the Buddha. When the
Buddhist religion made its way into China in
the troubled days after the fall of the Han
dynasty (a.0. 220}, this form seems to have
come with it. It was worn over an unadorned
straight robe; Its stylized divisions represent
the patched robe the Buddha donned when
he left his life of wealth to comfart the poor
and deprived, The Taoists, oniginally
alchemists, whose religion seeks a direct
intuitive accord with the forces of nature,
allowed themselves a freer approach in
designing their robes. Their garments, usually
poncho-shaped, are variously decorated—
with the eight trigrams, the yang and yin, and
a pagoda shape surrounded by esoteric pearls
and symbols whose meaning is unknown. The
carliest Taoist priest robe in the exhibition
barrows heavenly dignitaries and guardian
kings from the Buddhist church and groups
them on clouds interspersed with flying
Manchurian cranes against a heaven of
golden vellow cloud damask.

Detail of K'o-ssu robe for high. dignitary of the Tacust
church. Robe, L., nape of neck to hem, 56 fn. 18th
century. Ciff of Florance Waterbury, 1943 (43, 144)
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Costumes
from the Theater

he theater has been very important in
the Chinese world for many cenluries, The
forms of Chinewe theater rarged from bands o
traveling players and acrobats who
ertertained in small villages to the tocal
companies proudly supported by provincial
capitaly and the thealer of the imperial court.
The dowager empress Tz'u-hsi, a woman of
ambiguaus reputation, loved to play the rale
of Kuan-yin, the bodhisattva of merey,
Convenlions slrange o us poverned the
acting, but we can recognize af onee the
tazzling beauty of the costumes. In the case
of the imperial theater, these are of the most

SLIMIPAELIGU S melerials.

Buddhist pricst robes are composed of a
palchwork of precious gold brocaded silks.
Court ladies’ robes of embrotdered satin have
witle pleated vkirls and long pointed sleoves
to accentuate dance steps. Halding thedr cnwn
in this brillianl group are the theatrical
versions of the dragon robes introduced by
the wanchus.

Detatdd oo g fan ksl gart Gt thearris al oo for the rel
of a foeldfriat non. “Fovens” patches ot from variaus
sitks and piped i Black are apphed to while alin grownd,
The weliite sarfe Porgler Contanny a0 womeadd mu epticn
conr e, wraopsesd gofi ke, L ooape of pecek o e
i b THR centere Calt of Alan Pries V062 62 27 2

Making Silk

word should be saidh abaut silk—the
luxuriows fiber that the Chinese kept
exglusively Tor themselvas far thowsands of
vears, Sericulture, the cultivation of the
domestic silkworm, is an cnoemously
camplex and fascinating process.
Archaculogical evidenge from the Shang-
period tombs north of the Yellow River shows
that sericulture and silk weaving were both
well established in China nearly twe thousand
years boefore the lairth of Chrisl, A fossilizesd
silk coroon and fragments o plain weave
with geomelrical patlerns in warp floats,
impregaated in the pating of Shang hronze
sacrilicial vesscls, were discovered early in
this contury and published by Vivi Svhean, o
pioneer Swedish fexdile scholar.

The presence of a single covoon of a
domesticated silkworm {Bombex mord is
prood of the establishment of anamazing and
elaborate routing. The sill fifamoents of the
Bumbiyx mori cocoon are long and supple
enpugh to form threads many vards long
when g e are bwisted lightly together, But to
produce the Blaments the silk moth must be
shepherded through a complicaled life cvele.
This kakes about {fifty-four davs in contral
China, less timo in the south.

S5ilk maths lay their eges on sheots of
paper. Egps roserved for the next year's crop

n



of silkwarms arc washed and dried and hung
upr in iolded paper an the walls of special
houses away from smoke and dampress. Eggs
laid at a given time are kept together so they
will hatch together and begin to spin thedr
coarnons at the same tme. They hatch, as a
ritle, wher the first leaves of the white
mulberry, their chosen food, burst foeth o
April. Aboul a week before this, the rolied
folded papers of eses are taken from the wall
tnta a warmer part of the house, or even
warmed in the padded garments of their
owner.

As soon as the tiny hairlike caterpillars,
rmeasuring less than an eighth of an inch, are
hatched, thoy are placed in trays of chopped
mulberry leaves, For about thirty-five davs,
they are kept warm and sheltered from drafts
through various slages of feeding and
mioulting. Then they rise @ a semicrect
position, indicatimg that they are ready to spin
their cocouns, They aro transforred Lo steaw
tressses called silkwarm hills, where they
begin to spin, extruding a stream of [lguid silk
frion wlands an either side of their bodies. s
the worm merves his head in a figure-eight
mtion to form his coroon, these streames
ermerge coated with soricing a sort of binder,
They come from the spinneret ab the sworm's
head as a single filament which guickby
hardens. It takes five days to complete the
COCOan.

In the process of soriculture, selectod
chrysalises are allowed to develop, booak
their cocoons at the appointed time, and fly
away as moths, to pair and lay eggs for the
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next goneration. But mos! cocoons are
removed from the trusses and fmmersed in
hot water beiore having their silken coverings
reeled off. The immersed cocoons are stirred
with a bambno comb until the ends of the
master filament from each cocoon bave been
caught by the silk operalors. The operators
umving a few yards of imperfect sifk from the
surface and attach the ends of the master
filament to the reeling aparatus, which in
greindustrial days was tumed by a foot
readle. Silk fitaments were reeled rom
groups of six to thirty cocoons, then very
lightly twisted 1o forrm Lhreads of the desired
thickness., A single cocoon can produce a
filament several hundred vards long.

As part of the ancient custom of vearly
sacrifices, when the emperor sacrificed to the
patron of agriculture at the beginning of the
farming season and performed the attendant
“Spring Plowing” ceremaony, the empress
oferedd a sacrifice to the patroncss of silk
worms at her altar in the nonthern par of the
Sza Palacos. Then the empress and her
attendants plucked a few mulberry leaves and
handed them o the ladics in charge of the
silkworms_ o According o Katharing Carl,
these so-called guardians of the cocoons held
an honorary office much sought by the
highest ladics in the land as a mark af
imperial favar,

A touching story by Mao Tun called Spring
Sitkweorrmis [Ch'ur Tstanl, sritter in the carly
days of the Chinese Republic, shows that in a
smiall willage in seuthorn China this traditional
imdusiry was still an important part of the



i ,'._. _VL’F‘A":’
3 a8

Decorative roundel fram @ woman's
imtewmal b Waves, rocks, and
Cheeeds symbolize the univernse
peaches, kmgevity) berries. fortitude:
and hats, hapoeness. Robe of serié silk
plain wesdve willt ermpment in
couched sifk twest and wrapped gold
L. nape of neck to hem, 43 in. [8th
century. G or Mrs. [ee K. Sreiner;
1965 (65371
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Decorative rounde! fram 4 woman's
iilermal robe, Silks ancd couched.
wrapped gold on sitk plam weave;
ground dyed pale blue, Robe, L.
napi of neck o hem, 44 in, 18th
century. Rogers Fund, 1963 (63.141)




country’s agricultural life, While all such
ancient traditivnal oocupations of Chirese Tife
carried an, the Ch'ing dynasty rose 1o great
heights under the K ang-hsi and Ch'ien-long
cmperors and then graduably declined, A
refusal to advance with the modern world,
imternal conflict, and increasingly unfortunate
contacts with aggressive Western powers in
the nincteenth contury resultec in the fall of
the dymasly in 1912, But the Manchus left
their mark, not onby on the Middle Kingelom,
bwt, through their vears in China, on maost of
ther rest of the weorld . Lo ke Tield thal
concerns us here, the sManchu drazon robe is
the best known and most collecled of all
articles of Chingse costume, and the gustere
lines of informal Manchu costumes have an
clegance that is especially appreciated 1oday.

Notes

1. Cammann, Chinae Dragon Robes, po 23,

2. The word is of unkmwn arigin. dsanchuria was
named afler the Manchus; net thew afler it
Wiakeran, the fall of Imperial Ching, p. 82,
in. 2.

3. Cluoted in Wakeman, po 81, frone Hsiag 1-shan,
Chhng-tar Fung-»Rik (Taipei, 1963 wol. |
2, 274,

4. By 1644 Manchus comyprised the original Chign-
chou Ju-then, the Halun tribes, some sanchu-
Mongol tribes, and outlying groups like the So.
I, 12akurs, and Hulunbuir.

o Collis, The Great Within, p. b1

M

LR

B Migahaff, An Erebassy from the East India Cam-
party . ..op. 43,

7o lmd., p. 45,

8. thid., p. 46, Colliv, who quotes this from Nieu-
hefi's account, comments, "These animal dances
are to this day a feature of the courts ol the Shan
Sowhuras. . and are Mongalian aol Chinese in

taste”
9. ik, p. 48,
1. Ibid., p. B3
TT. Ihid.

12, Cadl, With the Dowager Empress, pp. 221-22,

130 Ibid., p. 222,

14. Imd., . 2210,

5. thid,, 1. 9.

Th. Ihid., ja. 223,

17, Ibid.. p. 224,

18, vallmer, In the Prosence af the Dragan Throne,
p. 16 According to Cammann ip. 24, in. 2), the
lerrm chi-fu, meaning Critual o auspicious
robe,” first appeared in the Chinese clissics in
the Cho-Le, but died agt. 1 was revived in the
cighteenth cemury by the antigquity-loving Ch'ien-
lumy emperorn,

%, Ouoted in Vollmer, o, 30, Capon (Chingse Court
Bobes 1 savs the date of completion af the
regulations is not known, hut it was eavard the
encl of 17600 They apapeared Do print {or the first
fime i 1766,

M1 By a law of 1635, the higher lamas of Mongalia
and libet who had he lile of Celung were al-
knwved ta wear deapen robes; (oo clavwasd drag-
oy weore allowed anly by special permission of
the emperor of China 1[Cammann, p. 1720

21, Vollmer, po 39, guoting Goreers, The Hoagardan
Sedir (Royat Cindario Museuny, Toromdo,

22, Mievhoff, pp. 123--24.

23 Ihid., p. 127

24, Can Xupguin, The Stary of the Stone, wel, 11
p. 8.

350 Bredon and Mitrophanew,  Fhe Maan Year,
PR, BR—hT.

Autterflioe. Dodail of women s el jacket of ik ang
rretal fageatny Hho-weal with game paimed details, facked,
L. mape of nuek e fean, A7 0 Lawe Chiege period

Se VU L af Floranoe WaterDuyy, JHIF b3 125 T8
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